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Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 

No. 24, I was away due to a family emer-
gency. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After 
consultation among the Speaker and 
the majority and minority leaders, and 
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses 
meet tonight in joint session to hear 
an address by the President of the 
United States, only the doors imme-
diately opposite the Speaker and those 
immediately to her left and right will 
be open. 

No one will be allowed on the floor of 
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to 
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege 
of the floor must be strictly enforced. 
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of 
all Members is requested. 

The practice of reserving seats prior 
to the joint session by placard will not 
be allowed. Members may reserve their 
seats only by physical presence fol-
lowing the security sweep of the Cham-
ber. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 8:35 p.m. for the purpose of 
receiving in joint session the President 
of the United States. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 38 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 8:35 p.m. 

f 

b 2037 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order at 8 o’clock and 37 
minutes p.m. 

f 

JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE 
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT 
TO THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 282 
TO HEAR AN ADDRESS BY THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

The Speaker of the House presided. 
The Majority Floor Services Chief, 

Mr. Barry Sullivan, announced the 
Vice President and Members of the 
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of 
the House of Representatives, the Vice 
President taking the chair at the right 
of the Speaker, and the Members of the 
Senate the seats reserved for them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints 
as members of the committee on the 
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the 
Chamber: 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER); 

The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. CLYBURN); 

The gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
EMANUEL); 

The gentleman from Connecticut 
(Mr. LARSON); 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
BECERRA); 

The gentlewoman from Connecticut 
(Ms. DELAURO); 

The gentlewoman from New York 
(Ms. SLAUGHTER); 

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BOEHNER); 

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
BLUNT); 

The gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
PUTNAM); 

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
MCCOTTER); 

The gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
GRANGER); 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
CARTER); 

The gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
COLE); and 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
CANTOR). 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of 
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on 
the part of the Senate to escort the 
President of the United States into the 
House Chamber: 

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID); 
The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN); 
The Senator from New York (Mr. 

SCHUMER); 
The Senator from Washington (Mrs. 

MURRAY); 
The Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 

DORGAN); 
The Senator from Michigan (Ms. 

STABENOW); 
The Senator from Delaware (Mr. 

BIDEN); 
The Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 

DODD); 
The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 

MCCONNELL); 
The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL); 
The Senator from Tennessee (Mr. AL-

EXANDER); 
The Senator from Texas (Mrs. 

HUTCHISON); 
The Senator from Texas (Mr. 

CORNYN); 
The Senator from Nevada (Mr. EN-

SIGN); and 
The Senator from Minnesota (Mr. 

COLEMAN). 
The Majority Floor Services Chief 

announced the Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps, His Excellency Roble Olhaye, 
Ambassador from the Republic of 
Djibouti. 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved 
for him. 

The Majority Floor Services Chief 
announced the Chief Justice of the 

United States and the Associate Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court. 

The Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Associate Justices of 
the Supreme Court entered the Hall of 
the House of Representatives and took 
the seats reserved for them in front of 
the Speaker’s rostrum. 

The Majority Floor Services Chief 
announced the Cabinet of the President 
of the United States. 

The members of the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States entered 
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for 
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum. 

At 9 o’clock and 5 minutes p.m., the 
Majority Floor Services Chief and the 
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Wil-
son Livingood, announced the Presi-
dent of the United States. 

The President of the United States, 
escorted by the committee of Senators 
and Representatives, entered the Hall 
of the House of Representatives and 
stood at the Clerk’s desk. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the 
distinct honor of presenting to you the 
President of the United States. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
f 

THE STATE OF THE UNION AD-
DRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES 
The PRESIDENT. Madam Speaker, 

Vice President CHENEY, Members of 
Congress, distinguished guests, and fel-
low citizens: 

Seven years have passed since I first 
stood before you at this rostrum. In 
that time, our country has been tested 
in ways none of us could have imag-
ined. We have faced hard decisions 
about peace and war, rising competi-
tion in the world economy, and the 
health and welfare of our citizens. 
These issues call for vigorous debate, 
and I think it’s fair to say we’ve an-
swered that call. Yet history will 
record that amid our differences, we 
acted with purpose. And together we 
showed the world the power and resil-
ience of American self-government. 

All of us were sent to Washington to 
carry out the people’s business. That is 
the purpose of this body. It is the 
meaning of our oath. And it remains 
our charge to keep. 

The actions of the 110th Congress will 
affect the security and prosperity of 
our Nation long after this session has 
ended. In this election year, let us 
show our fellow Americans that we rec-
ognize our responsibilities and are de-
termined to meet them. And let us 
show them that Republicans and 
Democrats can compete for votes and 
cooperate for results at the same time. 

From expanding opportunity to pro-
tecting our country, we have made 
good progress. Yet we have unfinished 
business before us, and the American 
people expect us to get it done. 

In the work ahead, we must be guided 
by the philosophy that made our Na-
tion great. As Americans, we believe in 
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